
The Gift of Work
~ Ie is the hea rt and strength of ou r law

c1""Lfi rm. His name is James O. "Jim" Harrison,
and he, along with his late fri end, Warren C.
Moberl y. started our fi rm in 1950. We will help
him celebrate his 95t h birthd ay this year, and
it is our honor and privilege that he br ings his
steadfast presence to the fi rm to work for a
whi le almo st every day.

I have long believed th at "work" is a gift unto
itsel f to the wo rker. The autho r Robert Dal lek in
his book calle d An Unfinish ed life on the life of
President joh n F. Kennedy sta tes that "Sigmund
Freud believed that a well-spent Ijfe rest s on
successful engagement with Arbeit and Liebe
- wo rk and love ," As I ob serve peop le, it does
seem that a happy life is somew hat connected
to an engagement with meaningfu l wor k. It
appears that the wo rk itself br ings benefits
of health and good spirits. Our law firm has a
significant traditi on of celebrati ng a pe rson's
accomplishme nts by an e-mai l f rom a firm
colleague to all users highlighting the award
or event . Jim Harr ison is almost always one of
the fi rst t o e-mail back to all users his kudos
to the honoree(s) of the day. Jim's f rien ds and
co-workers agree th at his genteel spirit and
kindness to everyone make him th e epi to me of
an Esqui re. He clearly wou ld not have to come
into work every day, but he want s to do so, and
it Is a gift to everyone he sees.

I, too, have parents, nowin their 80's, who happ ily
, --, wo rk at th eir inte rior

design and furn itu re
business almost every
day. The passion and
energy with which
they embrace wo rk
is an inspi rati on to all
w ho know th em, and
1believe it gives them
added energy and zest
fo r each day. They are
the first ones to bring
a homemade mea l to
a sick friend or to visit
w ith someone in nee d,

Lisa Adler all after a full day's

work. My parents also
would no t have to go
to work every day, but
they want to do it , and
it energizes them in
ways I cannot explain.

Alth ough I real ize that
th ere are times when
people are unable to
be gainfully emp loyed,
I do know that there
are many chari ties
which need volunteers
to hel p in many ways. Marti Starkey
The Whee ler Mission is
one such examp le, as th ey serve approxi mate ly
1050 full meals a day 365 days per year to
homeless people (almost all as a result of the
wo rk of vo luntee rs).

My reading s th is year to ok me to t he book of
Ecclesiastes in the Bible, and I found t his verse
in th is book of the Old Testament.

"So I saw that t here is nothing better
for a man than to enjoy hi s wo rk..... Ecclesiastes
3:220

It made sense to me why Mr. Harr ison and my
parents are such a joy to all tho se around t hem.
Even a book written thousands of years ago,
wh ich is sti ll read and beli eved today, says it so
wel l.

Mom Starkey, Esq. and Usa Adle~ Esq. are
m em bers of the Trust and Estate Section of the
law firm ofHarrison & Moberly, Up, where Marti
serves as Chairperson. Other Trust and Estate
attorney m emb ers of the section include Stephen
E. Arthur, Esq., James Harrison, Esq., Jim McGrath,
Esq., David w: Russell, Esq., Mark Pfeiffer, Esq.,
and Mike Rusnak , Esq. (who primarily works
in the tax controversy area). These attomeys
handle all types of work in th is area, including
estate planning, es tate and trust administration,
we alth transfer,business succession planning,
tax contro versy, guardia nship and all types of
fidu ciary litigotion.
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