


students as law clerks because they know
so little about the law after only one year of
law school. Although | was not the least bit
interested in hiring a clerk like this, I decided
that this would be a good and subtle way
to give a gift to my parents' dear friends, by
hiring their granddaughter for the summer.

That summer, my own daughter, Paige, had
asked for a summer job, and because it was
my own law firm, | felt the freedom to hire
her to fill in on the phones, run errands, etc.
She was going to be a junior at Cathedral High
School. Due to the difference in their ages,
| never dreamed that Julia and Paige would
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become friends, but it was not long until |
started noticing the two of them eating lunch
together in the small cafeteria of my firm. |
also had no idea, at the time, what consumed
their conversations.

Rewind some years, and | will tell you that
| had long hoped that my daughter would
attend Taylor University. Although I did not

attend there, | had fallen in love with the
school while working at some summer camps,
when a 100 or so students bicycled through
in Taylor's Wandering Wheels program. |
learned it had an excellent academic record,
small classes, lots of individualized attention
and access to wonderful professors. | had
heard that it allowed and encouraged a depth
of spiritual growth for its students that | had
not seen elsewhere. | also knew, as Paige's
mom, if | mentioned that | wanted her to
attend Taylor University, it would be the kiss
of death for that school. Paige had already
said that she did not want to go to college in
Indiana and she did not want to go to school
in a corn field. (Taylor University is located
in Upland, Indiana, with approximately one
stop sign and in the middle of corn and wheat
fields.)

Now, back to the summer of Julia and Paige
at my law firm. When the summer ended,
Paige announced to me that she had decided
that she wanted to attend Taylor University
(Julia's alma mater). | almost fell over. So that
was what consumed their talks over lunch. |
was thrilled and realized, without question,
that | had received the return portion of
a Boomerang Gift. Paige graduated from
Taylor University (where it was all | and she
hoped it would be) and went on to Vanderhilt
University to get her Masters Degree in
Special Education. She now teaches special
education at the Riverside School in Hamilton
Southeastern.  Julia graduated from the
Indiana University School of Law - Indianapolis
and now practices law at Schultz & Pogue,
LLP in Indianapolis. Boomerang Gifts are the
most amazing things.
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