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Starkey Law Group,
Pc. J received an
email that a young
woman was looking
for a summer
internship with my
firm . Well, this
young law student
just happened to be
the granddaughter
of some of my Marti Starkey
parents' bestfriends.
These were not justany ordinary friendsfor
they were a couple who had been lifelong
close friends of my parents. We had spent
holidays andsummer excursions with them.
This couple had a boat, and the husband of
the couple had patiently and kindly taught
me how to water-ski on the Ohio River over
the summers of my grade school years,
an activity that I dearly loved. I will never
forget unwillingly dropping the rope under
the large bridge that separates Indiana and
Kentucky, never realizing that my life was
in danger from the undertow. I have never
seen anyone turn a boat around so fast and
get someone out of the water. Anyway, I
digress (with happy memories). Back to the
you ng law student, who needed a summer
job. Her name was Julia, and she had not
yet fi nished her fi rst year of law school. The
truth is that there is an unwritten rule that
law firms do not usually hire first year law
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One example of
this phenomenon
happened to me
almost ten years
ago. I had, at the
time, moved my
large Jaw practice
and followed my
dream of opening
my own law firm,
which was called
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Lisa Adler

As a refresher, my article from August,
2010 , concerned a Boomera ng Gift,
something I am quite sure is a universal
law. My legal Assistant, linda, commented
after she read the article that she had
never heard of a Boomerang Gift before.
I responded that I had not ever heard of
it eithe r, prior to writing the article, even
though my own experience had told me
over and over again that a Boomerang
Gift existed. It is important to note that
a Boomerang Gift is a gift that a person
gives without the slightest consideration
of receiving anything in return. In fact,
I believe it initially exists as a gift that is_
given w hen no one notices and when
there will be little or no kudos. Agift that
isgiven in anticipation of a return gift will
not be a Boomerang Gift. The workingsof
this, as with most things too wo nderful to
explain, are very mysteriousand magicaL
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attend there, I had fallen in love with the
school while working at some summer camps,
when a 100 or so students bicycled through
in Taylor' s Wandering Wheels program. I
learned it had an excellent academic record,
small classes, lots of individualized attention
and access to wonde rfu l professors. I had
heard that it allowed and encouraged a depth
of spiritual growth for its students that I had
not seen elsewhe re, I also knew, as Paige's
mom, if I mentioned that I wanted her to
atten d Taylor Universit y, it would be th e kiss
of death for that school. Paige had already
said th at she did not want to go to college in
Indiana and she did not want to go to school
in a corn fie ld. (Taylor University is located
in Upland, Indiana, with approximately one
stop sign and in the middle of corn and wheat
fi elds.)

Now, back to the summer of Julia and Paige
at my law fi rm. When t he summer ended,
Paige announced to me that she had decided
that she wanted to attend Taylor University
(Ju lia's alma mater). Ialmost fellover. Sothat
was what consumed thei r talks over lunch. I
was th rille d and realized, without question,
that I had received the retu rn portion of
a Boomerang Gift. Paige graduated f rom
Taylor University (where it was all I and she
hoped it would be)and went on to Vanderbilt
University to get her Masters Degree in
Special Education. She now teaches special
education at t he Riverside School in Hamilton
Southeaste rn. Julia graduated from the
Indiana University School of Law * Indianapolis
and now practi ces law at Schult z & Pogue,
LlP in Indianapolis. Boomerang Gifts are t he
most amazing t hings.
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students as law clerks because t hey know
so little about th e law afte r only one year of
law school. Although I was not the least bit
inte rested in hiring a clerk like t his, I decided
that this would be a good and subtle way
to give a gift to my parents' dear fr iends, by
hiring th eir granddaughter for t he summer.

Rewind some years, and I will tell you that
I had long hoped that my daughter would
attend Taylor University. Although I did not by Marti Starkey
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become friends, but it was not long unti l I
started noti cing t he two of them eati ng lunch
toget her in the small cafeteria of my firm. I
also had no idea, at the time, what consumed
the ir conversations.

That summer, my own daughter, Pa ige, had
asked for a summ er job, and because it was
my own law fi rm, I felt the freedom to hire
her to fill in on t he phones, run errands, etc.
Shewas going to be a junior at Cathedral High
School. Due to the difference in t heir ages,
I never dreamed that Julia and Paige woul d


